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TO THE 


R. HONOVRABLE 
LORD ROBERT 
EARLEOF 


ANCRAM, 


R: HonoOvRABLE. 
FS FH rr x adven- 
MS ture to preſent 

Q£&/, to your Lord- 

| _——— /hip this Ser 
mon of the_ Praiſe and 

. Worth of Wiſdome. Were 
the Difcourſe an{wera- 
ble to the'Subje&; it were 


A 2 


"Fat epiSTLE © 
2 Ireaſure indeed and « 
well worth the keeping,: ' 
but the emptineſle of | 
that may well giue the t 
World Juſt cauſe to © 
think it co be, as1t 15, too b 
far below the acceptance 0 
of ſo greata Perſonage, »: 


and my ſelfe ſo much the h 
more unadviſed[ybotdin O 
os enting cheſame unto We 

ou. However, it wil m 
not bee very ſeaſonabl va 
coenlargea Preface with net 
variety of ſtudied wordiCh 
and elaborate exprel; SC 
ON 


— 


OT _ - 
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" " DEDICATORY. 


| ons for the obtaning of 
,' Your Lordſhip's tavora- 
* ble acceptation , but ra- 
» therindeed to adventure 
) onaſecondincongruous 
) boidnefle-1n treſpaſsing 
e on Your wonted (7cod- 
, uſe and dayly ſerious 
: Implorment : whereof the 
1 One,as the world knows 
) well , reſpecteth not ſo 
| much a verball obſer- 
| vance as plaine Ho- 


| nefty and Truch 5 and 
che Other, which duly 1s 
diſcharged in waiting on 
1 A3 the 


—?.. 
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the ſervice of Go» and 
Your K1n6,. doth fel; 
dome giveleave to ſpend 
muchrnme1n theteading 
of long Epiſtles and tedi- 
ous Dedications. 
Wherefore , toſay all 
tharis needtull 1a a litle, 
if any by reading thus 
plaine Diſcourſe thall be 
occalioned to entertaine 
one Thought of ſeeking 
after V Viſdome more 
than before hee had , *tts 
chat Which , God knoy 
eth, was my ayme 1n the. 0] 
Publicanor 
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DEDICATORY. 


Publication thereof : and 
if, for this purpoſe, Your 
Lordſhip ſhall pleaſe to 
let it goe forth under 
Your Honourable Pro- 
tection , and accept the 
Dedication of 1tasa true 
acknowledgment of that 
ſervice, wherein I have 
ſtood long engaged, *ts 
more than I deſerve, and 
all that 1 doe or can de- 
fire. 

God dire& the hearts 
of all men to ſeek after 
that wiſdome, which 1s 

A 4 acceptable 
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acceptable and makes 
chem1{ach, who love it; 
and may the Gift-there- 
of be ever: multiplied on 
Your Honourable Fami- 
ly, to the magnifying of 
God's glory here , and 
Your's hereafter : which 
1sthe true defire and un- 


tayned Prayer of 


Your Lordſhips 
Humble Servant 


Henry TozEk, 


| 
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THE i» es 1 tl 
FAME, AND RIGHT 
meanes of TRYVE W1S- 
DOME , Delivered on 


1. K1NGS: 10. 24, 


All the earth ſought unto So- 


lomon to heare hu wiſdome 
pbich God had put in his 
beart. 


N= T was once the 
ws of gracious bounty 
ke ; 1 of God to Solo- 
ERS 1m, vwhen he ap- 
pearcd to him in Gibeop, to 
bid 


THE EXCELLNCY {| 


bid him ask of him what he 

would. Aske, ſaith the Lord, 

what F ſhall give tbee. 1. King, 
Kin. 3.5-2,5. Had Solomon been a riot- 
ous Libertine,he would (up- 
on this unlimited proffer ) 
have asked Length of daies, 
thatfo he might have enjoy- 
ed the pleaſures of ſin for a 
long feaſon, or had he been a 
covetouswor/dling,he would 
have asked Riches for him- 
{elfe; that ſo, havingenough 
laid up for many yeares , hee 
might have {ung a Requiem. 
co his ſoul , bidding her ear, 
drink, and bee merry with 
that, which hee never took 
paines to get, but haditfor 
the asking ; or, had he been a 
Cruel 


PEE 


OF WISDOME, 


eee ens 


one of thole 


m— 


(,ruell man __, 


Wolves (in Ezekiel) ravening — | 


the prey, he would have as- 
ked the /ife of bis enimtes; that 
fo, leading his battles with 
victory,he might haveenlar- 
ged his Dominions by buil- 
ding his Tovwnes with Blood 


and eſtablithing his Cities H:b.z. 22 


by Jniquity.' Fleſh and Blood 
(& nothing butrhat) would 
have thought either of chele 
things deſirable : but Solomon 
was of another temper ; ay- 
ming more-at:the promoting 


of God's gloryrhen the ſatisfy- 


inp of a carnall defire, & there-. 


fare,confidering that he was 
made the Head of a great 
Peoplezhe defired nothing lo 


much 
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much as Wiſdome, thathee 
| | mighr judge aright between 
[| chem . Thy ſervant , (aith he, 
| is in the midst of thy People, 
| which thou haſt choſen , give 
therefore thy Servant an un- 
| *-Kings derſtanding heartto judge thy 
People;that l may diſcerne be- 
iwecn Good and Bad. .$.9. 
Hezthart rightly conliders 
this petitio for Wiſdome, may 
well conceive, that Solomon 
| had ſomewiſdome of heart, be. 
fore he made it: and it was 
indeed a point of good un- 
derſtanding ( which too ma- 
.ny want) to be ([enhible;thac, 
in reſpeof theplace where 
in he was, hee wanted ſome 


Wiſdome, and accordingly 
ro 
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to aske it. I am,ſaith hezalitle 
childe,and know not how to goe 
out or come in , therefore give 
me an under ſtanding heart. 
Wherein he ſo far pleaſed 
Godto his own advantage, 
that he ſoon received whar 
he prayed for» and more in 
abundance; for,becauſe hee 
asked not long life ,nor Riches, 
nor the life of bis Enemies , but 
underſtanding to diſcern judge- 
ment ,therctore did the Lord 
give him Wiſdome, which he 
asked , and Riches and Ho- 
nour, Which he asked not; & 
both in ſo great a meaſure, 
that none, which were before 
him nor any , that came after, 
were ever like unto him.v.12.13 
__._ 


1,Kings. 


3-12.13» 


THEEXCELLENCT 
What was hereſo freely pro- 
miſed inthe Gentrall, we hind 
as filly performed in ſundry 
Particulars inthis tenth Cha- 
pter, whereof my Text is a 
part;where, (beſides the par- 
ticulars of his abuindant R:z- 
ches recorded from ver. 13. to 
23.) wee have a ſpecification 
of his excelleytWiſdome inthe 
unparallel'd orderitig of his 
houſe, and the full anſwering 
of all the Queen of Sheba's 
Queſtions ; from ver. i.to 6; 
in both which ( namely his 
Riches and Wiſdome )he excee- 
ded all the Kings of the Earth. 
Yer.23. So that here vvee ſec 
the condition of Tſrae! was 
far better ,theh was that of 
JARS. the 


ct. 
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the Corinthians, when S. Paul 
to their ſhame objected to 
them» that there was not awiſe 
man among them , no not one "©%-%5. 
that was able to judge between 
his brethren. Ir 1s not to bee 
doubted , but that many wiſe 
men were here, at leaſt 'tis e- 
vident, that Oxe here was, 
who was inſteed of many, 
tor Wiſdome beyond all the 
reſtand able to teach them 
all; which made him fo fa- 
mous,thart the wiſeft thought 
it no ſcorne, but All their 
happineſſeto'bee taughtand 
bertered by the Wiſdome that 
was in him: andforthis pur- 
poſe they all ſought him 
with diligenceto receive in- 
ltructions 
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ſtructions from. him; for ſo 
weread inthe Text .that Al 
the Earth ſought to Solomon to 
beare his Wiſdome,&c...... .. 

And to wham ſhould 47 
the Earth ſeek. to heare IWiſ- 
dome butto Him , who-was 
the Wiſeſt of all the Earth? 4 
Sapiente conventt Sapientian. 
diſcere: (aith one; he that wil 
learne trueWiſdcme, muſt not 
(as the ſelfe.conceited doe, 
who make themſelves their . 
own teachers ) take a Fools t 
for his Maſter; but Oxe, that \ 
is able toteach that , which ; 
he deſires tolearne;, andlo t 
the choice of this All inthe n 
Text was very good &. right fl 
in (ecking aker Solomon. ro ( 


be 
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OF WISDOME. 


conſidering who it was , that 
had been Solomon's Teacher 
before, namely God himſelfe: 
tor they ſought to heare that 
Wiſdome, which God had pwt in 
his heart. 

So that in the Text wee 
have both the ſwfficiency of 
the Teacher,and alſo the dili- 
gence of the Learner. Solomon 
enabled of Godtoteach, and 
Aiithe reſt ſeeking him out 
to bee in{tructed by Him. 
Wholoever will teach others 
aright, muſt firſt himlelfe be 
taught of God ; and every 
manztharhopes to get under- 
ſtanding and wiſdome,mult 
(eek it with diligence. 


B The 


——@__.. = 


| be caught by Him , ef] pecially 
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The Parts then of the Text 
are generally rwo. 
i. Solomoy's great Worth, in 
theſe words. Hi Wiſz 
dome which God had put in 
his heart. 
2. The Fame and Eſteemg 
ofthis worth, in theſe. 
All the Earth ſought to 
heare. 
i, Wherein Solo- 
mons worth conl1- 
fted.vis-in his IWiſ- 
In the kay? 
fhrſt Ge-!12 Whence hee 
neral 4 had this wildome. 
3 parti- |Viz.from God. 
Culars. (3+ Where he laid 
| up &kept this wil- 
dome. viz: in his 


[Heart. The 


hmmm 


OF WISDOME. 
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The le- 


cond Ge| 
nerall af- | 


fordeth 


likewiſe 


" partl- 


1, The Perſons, 
that lo farre eſtee- 
med Solomon , Ex- 
prelled in this par- 
ticle, All the Earth. 

p The Aftion 
whereby they ma- 
nifeſted this their 
clteem,& that was 
their Seeking. to 


TT WD. 4 * as 


him. They ſought, 


culars. | 
The End 


of 
| this ſeeking,& that 
was to Heare bim. 
Firſt God made Solomon 
Wiſe in Heart,and then Allthe 
Earth ſought to beare Him. 
1. OfSotomors Wiſdome. 
Ts ſpeak of Wiſdome in}; Proviee- 
the Audicnce of Fooles, wha 
B pa 2C1tE 


i.General) 
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Prov.9.9. 


neither loye nor know it, were 
to caſt pearles before Swine, 
which uſually ſtick not to 
trample the moſt precious 
Tewels under their feet, be- 
cauſe they never knew what 
belonged to them : but in 
Athens, a Nurſery of wiſe 
men { where the generall 

rofelsion 1s #29 , the love 
and ſtudy of Wiſdome ) There 
to ſpeak ofIViſdome,js no leſle 
proper,then tis for Athenians 
to ſtudy and practiſe it : nor 
is there any doubt to bee 
made of an an{wearable 
fruit, for, ſaith Solomon, gives 
inſiruttion to a wiſe man,and hy 
will be yet wiſer, Prov. 9.9. [tc 
will 
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will therefore be ſeaſonable 


to ſpeak of Wiſdome unto You 


as unto Wiſe men , and ( as. 


Paul once {pake unto the Co- 
rinthians ) judge you» what F 
ſhall ſay, and the Lord give 
you underſtanding m thoſe 
fewthings, which for the in- 
Rruftion of ſome, and the Re- 
membrancing of the reſt, (hall 
now be [poken on this ſub- 
- jet. of Wiſdome. Where brſt 
weareto enquire after that, 
which 1s nor expreſled;bur 
only preſuppoſed in theText; 
namely, V/herein true VViſ- 
dome doth confiSt2? And this 
weſhail che better knowe, if 
firſt weconſider, what that is, 
B 3 pherein 
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Sen. Epilt. 
125.Edit 
Balil,159g0 
vel Epilt, 
I 24. Edit, 
Crnev, 


36209, 


wherein true wiſdome confiſteth 
Z30t. 
Here, to make a full En- 

uiry, and an{vwear it accor- 
dinghy, might callin queſti- 
on moreParticulars;than one 
houre would give mee leave 
to name; there being nothing 
indeed , which our owne 
Thoughts of themlelves ( as 
we are Men) project , or this 
VVorld of it lelfe ſuggeſterh 
to them , but may bee well 
brought into the number of 
thoſe things > wherein true 
Wildome confiſterh nor, 
Wheretore Seneca 1n his 125; 
Epiſt. ( where hee treats of 
this very ſubjeft ) ſhall by a 
tew 
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few Queſtions of his anſwer 
mine, 

u1d Pires corports exerces? 
Doſt thou ſtand ( ſaith hee) 
on thy Frength and conceiue 
ita point of wiſdome to ſhew 
thy ſelfe more 1#ſty & ſtrong 
then others are? Suppoſe I 
doe {o? Then, feris majores 
conceſſit natura:chewild Beaſts 
of the Forreſt world in this 
reſpect bee wiſer , becauſe 


ſtronger than T hou, and , it 


thou boaſt of thy ſwiftneſſe of 
foot;par lepuſculo non eris,the 
leaſt trembling Hare in the 
held, it thou have none 0. 
ther help but thine own,will 
be wiſe enough to out-run 
B 4 thee 
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thee quite and leave Thee, 
as a foole,behinde. 

Againe , Quid formam ex- 

;olis? Doſt thou eſtecma it a 

eece of wiſdome , romende, 

whart God hath done, by pain- 

ting out a cleerer beauty than 

firſt he gave thee ,as did once 

> King 4h that ( Honeſt ) woman HTexe- 

bell.z.Kings.9.30? Suppoſel 

doethistoo ? 1 hen,( um on- 

na feceris, amultis animalibu 

decore Vinceris : doe what 

thou canſt,and thou ſhalt ſee 

to thy ſhame (which,wereit 

not torthy dawbing , would 

make thee bluſh ) chat ſome 

fillyBirds will ſhewy more va- 

ricty of ſplendour in the Fea- 

thers 
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thers of their hinder Parts, 
than thou canſt with all thy 
painting in the beſt of thy 
Face. Againe, Quid capillum.s 
ingenti diligentia comis ? Dolt 
thou indeed think it wiſaome 
toſpend ſometime in the c#- 
riow ordering of thy harre ? It 
was wont to be the ſaying 
of areverent Divine, that he, *** 
which hath too much regard to 
his Haire-hath commonly but li- 
tle wit in his Head. But Senecs 
will anſwear his own que- 
ſtion well enough; Cumillum 
vel effuderis more Parthorumz 
vel Germanorum modo vinxe- 
71s Cc. When thou haſt;(aich 
he, ſpread it abroad inthe 
molt 


em. 
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moſt glorious manner that y 


may be, or laid it in as curi- 


ns 
ous knots,as all thy witis a-' 
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ble to contrive 3 11 quolibet | ſg, 


Equo denfior jattabitur juba, 
horrebit in Leounm ceryice 
formofior ; when all is done, 
chou mai'ſt behold a Low in 
this reſpe&t more glorious & 


terrible to look on than thy 


ſelfe; and thy Horſe,whereon 
chourideſt,will,in ſpite of all 
thy Art, carry a fairer Mane 
than Thos, and that which 


better becomes him. 
[tf intheſe things chere bec 


litle wi/dome to be found;then 


give thy heart (as Solomon 


oncedid )toſeek and earch 
Out 


—_—. 
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SP 
outall the works, that are done 
* wider Heaven, ' whither of 
| Pleaſure or Profit,or of what- 
| ſorver condition they be; and if 
> thou canſt inde true wiſdome 
* inthe contrivance of ary one 
> ofthem,fix thy heart There : 
| onely bee {ure thowtake nor 
every thing tor Gold that gl:- 
 fters; but firſt bring it to < 
Towch-ftone,to prove  whichas 
| itberrue ornort; and therein _ 

Salvian will dire thee in a= = 

tew words to very good pur- = 4a, 

pole. Saptentia in exitu, Q7c. Om 
 Vhiſdemelaith he 31s wied in ** 

the (onclufion , non in Pueri- 

tt: c.not in Childhood, not 

In Touth,not in Proſferity;be- 
caules 
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caule , Quicquid in his lads ; 
tur, incertum eſt ; a man T 
knowes not what to make ; 
choice of inany one of theſe, l 

_ as deſerving well the praiſe 
of wi{dome, there being in the , 
Firſt too much weakneſſe, in 
the ſecond too much Raſhnes, h 
inthe Laſt roo much Forget. l 
fFulneſſe of Ged, in All roo tr 
much Fly, and fo, litle wif- q, 
dome in the Beſt of them : but an 
in Exitu ſapientia : true wil- C 
dome istofix on That along ,, 
which will hold out to tht |, 
End. th 
Conſider then of whatſo- y, 
everthy Heart deliress or thy (v 
*Phanſy projecterh; whither g, 


If 


oy 
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* itbewallowing in pleaſures, or 
1 Tumbling in Gold , or Throw- 
© ing down Others to rayſe Thy 
1 ſelfe, or Building up thine own 
© Houſe upon other's Ruines, or 
© the Enlarging of a So0nn s Or 
l Daughter 5 portion by drmint- 
\ ſting the Patrimony of Father- 
* lſſeChildren committed to thy 
' truſt, with any ſuch like fa- 
- ſhionable pecces of worldly 
* wiſdome; conſider them all,& 
{criouſly ask thine own ſoul, 
whither,in very deed or no, 
thele things are like to ſtand 
thee in any ſtead on thy Death 
| bed , when thy Conſcience 
) (whither thou like itor no) 
* ſhallcallthee coan account ; 
and 


( 


22 THE EXCELLENCY 
and thy Sou} ( whither thoy þ« 
wilt ornot) muſt be reſigned th 
up to the Diſpoſall of God, to 
who gave it. [fthou canſt be p! 
Ri: theſethings (orany 
ſuch like) will Then ſticke ni 
cloſeunto thee , not to Bur. 
then,but to Eaſe and Comfort th 
thee; then rejoyce 1nthy youth, Nv 
or feed ox gold,or ſupplant zo; 1: 
doe whatſoever thy hearc de. E 
lighteth in; goe which way 
thou wilt, thou art ina righ Y! 
way of wiſdome, for common. #t 
ly all is well that ends well. Bu ® 
if thou ſuſpe& , that theſe V 
things will then fayle thee, & W 
inflced of Comfort be a Trow V 
bleto thee (as it is much, 7 to 

( 
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| befeared they will doe 1o) 
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then be perl[waded to feare 
too, that there 1s ſome un- 
proficable Folly in them; for 
doubtlefle whatſoever will 
not hold out to help bring us 
Howe to our God in Heaven, 
the prolequution thereof can 
never be true wiſdomein our 
Tourney while wee are on 


Earth. 


We ſeethen what that is, 
wherein true wiſdome confiſteth 


. not, even all the VT ates and 


Projefts of the world , which 
will not help us out in Exits, 
when wee are toleave This 


, World, and goe to Another , 


) 


o] 
\ 


for that is the Togch- oye, 
wherewith 
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wherewith to try them all t 
whither they be pure Gol t 


or Droſ6e. 


\ 


. 


It would now bee worth | 
our enquiry , to finde ou t 


what that is, wherein true wiſ. 


dome doth confiSt indeed ; for 
nullo modo magis prodeſſe poſ: 
ſum, ( (aith Senecain his for. 
mer Epiſte) there cannotbe 
2 more beneficial imploy- 
ment, thento ſhevwv what is 
true wiſdome, Whereby wr: 
are differenced from allo. 


ther viſtble ( reatures , and 


come neere to the (| reat, 
who is Wiſdome it ſelfe : and 
forthis purpoſe, it thou wilt 
ſaith hee ( leaving all choſe 
things 


n_ - 
a 


l, 


OF WISDOME. 


— umewan_na_dd 


mn 


a5 


things, whercin other crea- 


14 tures doe excell thee) if thou 


wilt ad bonum reverti tuum, 
look home and fix thy 
thoughts on That, which is 
proper to thy ſelfe as being 
Man; then briefly it is , Ant- 
mu puru ac emendatut , Mu 
lator Dei ; true Wiſdome 1s , 
thatwith ſtogleneſle of heart 
we ſtriveto be, as faras itis 
polsibleto be, like untothe 
God of Wiſdome. 

And,what is required un- 
to This we may collect from 
the ſeverall Particulars , 
wherin was expreſſed and 
made knowne that great wiſ- 
dome of Solomon , that made 


C hin 
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him (o famous. ; 
Abuksſs Whither Solomon ( as Abu. G 
lenfis propoſeth the Query, ( 
and ſome have conceited of 
him) had the Wiſdomeor 5k] ko 
to finde out all the hidden 
rreaſures ofthe Earth, & be. , 
came thereby ſo abundantly . 
rich aboue other men, is 4 
Queſtion both groundleſle & ,, 
impertinent to our preſent ,, 
purpoſe; for we finde;thatai y, 
many as came to heare the jj 
Wiſdome of Solomon brought (, 
large gifts in their hands: the 
Queen of Sheba Talents of (þ 
gold Spices in abundance, and 
pretious ſtones. v. 10.andall x, 


the reſt brought , every man» g, 
his 


= 
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his veſſels of gold and filver, & 
' Garments, and Spices, with 
ſuchlike more; and of Theſe 
arate yeare by yeare. v.25.and 
ſoirſhould ſeem they were 
all rich enough before they 
' ſoughtro Solomon ; &there- 
_ fore *tis unlikely they came 
| withſomuchcoſ? and paixes 
| to heare this enriching wiſ- 
dome of him. But, had this 
| been their ayme, yet were 
_ allthis, litle ornothing tothe 
' ſaving Wiſdome,thac weare 
toſeek for. Take then buta 
ſhort view of thale things, 
Which are not far from 
T:xt, and you ſhall ſce that 
Solomon was fatnous for his 
Ca miſdome 
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Wiſdome in matters .(as wee 
are to eſteem them ) offar 
greater worth and conſe. 
ym : and theſe weree- 
pecially foure, 
1. His great variety of 
Songs and Proverbs,whereof 
Tboſewere athonſand and five, 
| and Theſe three thouſand, 
| 1.Kings4. 1.Kings 4.32. and herein was 
3%  feen his Inventing wiſdome. 
2. His ſpeeches concernin 
the nature of BeaSts , mw. 
Foules, and Fiſhes, and Tree: 
V.zz ofallſorts without excepti- 
on; and therein was manife- 
ſted his Diſcourfing wiſdome: 
and for the fame of theſe 
things there came mary 10 
bp + heart 
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e hearethe wiſdome ,that was in V4. 

ir him:v.34- 

- } His © Anſwearing the 

ueen of Sheba to all her 

Queſtions , which were /E- 

f nigmata, Riddles ,Queſtions 

{ very-hard to be reſolved;luch 

, Wherewith ſhe came to proxe 

, Solomos,or try his ſufficiency. 

; 1Kings,10.1.toallwhichhe «. Kings 
gaveher ſo full ſatisfaction, '** ** 

| Tthatthere was not any thing hid 

| fromthe King, which Hee told 

 bernot.v.3.and ſhee thereup- y.,. 
on was ſo much taken with 
admiration of him , thatthe 
Texz (aies, there was no more 
ſpirit in ber. v.5. and this was v.s; 
his Reſolving IWiſdome , a gif 

C 3 of 
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of [atisfying all chole who 

came with doubts unto him, 

His admirable Deciding 

x. Kings 3 of the controverſie betvwyixe 

4 the rwo Harlors. 1 Kings, z, 

whereupon all 1/rael »as it is 

faid in the Text , feared the 

King 5 when they ſaw that the 

wiſtome of God was in him t1 

doe judgement. 28. and this 

was his Redifying and Rx 

ling wiſdome, a Wildome to 

ſer in orderthoſe things, tha 

wereamiſlezand 1{o to rule & 
-governe aright. 

In the three former wee 

have Solomon's great Knov- 


ledge, inthis latter his fingy- 


lar Imegrity and nprightne 
| 0 


yg 


q of beart; in both his compleat 
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piſdowe; being wile to Know, 
and Wiſeto Doe: ro Know e- 
very work that is done un- 
der the Sun, for thereto hee 
gave by Heart, Ecclel. 8.9. & 
ofthemall to Doe onely that, 
whichis juſt and right ; for 
that hee profeſſed ro be his 
care when hee prayed for 

wildome,t.Kings,3.9, 
Sothat nowy (if the exam. 
ple of Solomon, the wileſt of 
all men upon Earth , may be 
aur Patterge) we nced go no 
further to learne what rue 
pi[dome is ; it being no ather 
but That, which hitherto we 
have ſeen as a gift of Godin 
C 4 Solomon 


Eccleſ.8.9z 


1 Kings Jo 
9. 
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Solomon,namely ,a true under- | { 
ſtanding toſee what wee are | th 
to doe, and aFaithfull care to 
Doe what we lee. F" 
| This was the wiſdome, | K 
which Solomon prayed for& 
obtain'd of God , and that ac- n 
cording to the counlell of 9 
David his Father , who for | 
; 
| 


merly had commended this 
Wiſdometo him, as we may 1 
' Chron, 1Ee>1-Chron.28. And thou S0- 
x38.99 Jomon my Sonne , know thouthe 
God of thy Father , and ſerve 
bim with a perfett heart.,v. 9. as 
af he had ſaid , *tis not hikely 
thou ſhouldſt ever ſerve God 
with a perfect heart, except 
chou Know him firſt ; chere- 
E fore 


| 
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- | fre Know the God of thy Fa- 
her ; and *rwill bee to litle 
0| purpoleto Know God ,unleſle 
hou ſerve him roo; theretore 
» | Know God and ſerve him. 
What David here com- 
mended, Solomon took care 
of. the One pointed out the 
noht Way to be truly Wile, 
| and the Other accordingly 
walked in it: and ſo from the 
Counſel of David the Fathers 
and the Effeft of that Coun- 
ſellin Solomon the Son, wee 
may ſee that True wiſdome 18 
(above all other things inthe 
world )t9 Know the God whom 
we are toſerve, and accordingly 
toſervethe God whom we know. 
Here 


THE EXCELLENCY. 


Here I might enter on that 


uſefull Common-place of ' 


Speculative and Pratticall wiſe 
dome, of the Knowledge ,that 
we areall to ſeek for, and of 
the Prattiſs that ſhould an- 
{wer this Knowledge z when 
we have it; and then I might 
ſhew inthe former of them. 
1. The Neceſttty of Knows 
tedgeiit being That eſpecially, 
wwhich differenceth Mas 
from other Creatures and 
Wiſemen from Fooles. 

2. The right Obje# of 
Knowledge, and that is Eve- 
ry thing, which may help to 
bring us to che apprehenſion 


of God ; but eſpecially Gog 


himſelfe, | 


1 
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limſelife*whoalone is theun- 
queſtionable proper Object 
ofallcruc Knowledge. 

The true Exud of Knop- 
ledge;and that is,noto let up 
our reſt in fruitleſſe thoughts 
ad aery ſpeculations, but to 
Know that we may Doe; and 
this wwuld bring inthe con- 
ideratign- of our Pratticall 
pi/dowe,the ſummew hereof 
Salviaugiverhus in this {hore 
butiul] expreſsion, ſapiextia 
Chriſtiani eſt timor > amor 
Chriſti:the true wiſdome of 
aChriſtian ( ſaith he, ſpea- 
king oftharwiſdome,which 
Is Prafticall ) is to feare and 
love Chriſt, whoſename we 
beare. This 


35 
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This again I might point 
out more diſtinctly by ſhew- 
geen ing in St Bernards .acthode 
dre. the Beginning , the Progreſſe, 
Edir.Pari, and the PerfefFion of this 
jt  Wiſdome. 
325% 8, ' That the Beginning of 
it (as Solomon directerh us, 
Prov. 17. Prov.1.7. } is the Fete of the 
Loyd for with That (ve-muſt 
begin, ifever wee will bee 
wiſe ; and' a good underſtan- 
ding have all they that doe 
Es thereafter,Pſal.111.19.and as 
many as lay nottrue Religion 
the Feare of the Lord for their 
Foundation , may bee {ure 
they ſhall prove themlelves 
very Foolsin the concluſion. 


2 That 
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1, That the Progreſſe or 
(ontinuation thereof is 1n 
Hope and ExpetFation to gird 
w the loynes of our minde aud 
0 hope tothe end , as S.Peter 
doth put us in remembrance 
Pet. 1.13. and fo to run with P4513 
patience the race that tz ſet be- 
fore us,as S. Paul doth encou- 
rage us.Heb. 12.1. 

} That the Perfeion of it 
1s Charity,which (according 
tothe ſame Apoſtle, Col. 3. 
14.) i the bond of all perfett. 0% 3+: 
neſſe:a true Charity unto Men, 
who beare in them the ſame 
image of God with us, and 
that for the teſtifying of our 
true Love unto God himſelfe, 
whole 


Heb,t2.r. 


hm 
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whole Image both They and 
We doe beare:and doubtleſle 
that Prattiſe , which begins 
With Gods feare, and goeth 
on With Hope and confidence 
in-him , reaching full home 
toa true love of God and Man; 
even That is a pertect Pra- 
iſe, andatrue Pratticall wiſ- 
dome, it there bee any that is 
true. - SY 
The End and Crowne of 
which Wiſdom is the full fru- 
ition at laſt of the Preſence of 
that God, whom here by our 
wildome we have {cen dark- 
By through a glaſſe, and knowne 
tn part, but hereafter (as the 
pertetionof our Wildome) 
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wee ſhall ſee him face to face, 1.Cor.13, 
and know him as we are knowue. © 
1. Cor. 13. 12. Of this Specula- 
tive wiſdome in the neceſſity, 
right Obje, and true End 
thereof, and of thu Pratticall 
in the Beginning , ©Propreſſe, 
Perfettion, and Crowne of it, 
might well {peake more as 
of Mans trueſt wiſdome and 
happineſſe; bur of chis ſub« 
*  jetlhave hereſpoken more 
atlarge heretofore upon ano- 
ther Text.and of the necesſi- , 9". 
ty of joyning them both (viz. 3+ 
. SOeculation and Pradttice) to- 
; gether, I ſhall have occaſion 
, to ſpeake ſomething againe 
 Mthe2, Generallwhere wee 


arc 


- 
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are tobe putinminde of ſeek- 
ing them both. Jn the meane 
time,that we may know of 
whom to obtaine, when we 
{ecke themyit will beerequi- 
ſite that in the next place we 


take notice, whoſe Gift they 


are. and that is, Gods alone, 
which is the next Particular 
of the Text. viz. Whence So- 
lomon had his gteat wiſldome 
even from God himſelfe. For 
all ſought to heare his wil- 
dome, not which he had fra- 
med of his own Phanſie, bur 
which God had put in his heart. 


Which God had put in his 


Panicular, heart, 
And whois hee, that can 


pur 
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pur. erue; wildome into the 
heart of Man , but God who 
done is truly wile? Jf any one 
of you lacke wiſdome.s ſaith S. 
* James, let him aske it of God. 
* James t. 5, Where the Apoltte 
+ dothclearely intimate, nor: 
enly with what confidence 
wee may aske and hope for 
IWiſdomexwhen we aske it of 
Him, bur alſo how licle hope 
thereisto obtaine, when we 
ake it of any Other but of 
Himalone. 

It ic bee Speculative Wiſ- 
ame, which conliſtech in 
Knowing the right , it is God 
alonethar gives it; for 'tis He 
fans only He) that teagheth 
D man 


Ce Em 


ram,.1.5, 


42 THE EXCELLENCrT | 


p— 


pſ.9410. wan knowledge. Plal. 94.10. » 
and his ſpiritis therefore cal. ; 

| (ian, Id the ſpirit of Knowledge, } 
| Hai. 11. 2. þ 
Or, if irbe Praficall Wiſ. j 
dome , which is the Doing of if 
what weknow.even That is a 
| the Gift of God alone roo. i 
| 1. The! Beginning of it, } 
which isthe Feare of God, is | 
from none but Himſelfe. I « 
(faich che Lord) will put my we 
Feare in their hearts. lerem. G 
32. 40. And doubtlefle it He 
| neverput itthere, we? thall q 
| there never finde it. ri 
1 2. The Progreſſe or Conti- to 
|| nuation of it, which is Hop! ar 
and Truſt in God, even = q 

allo 


Jer. 33. 49. 
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. allisfrom Him alone. The 
. Gdgf Hope((aitch theApoltle) 
' Filyoy with Joy and Peace itt 
beleeving that you may abound 
- ighope. Rom. 15.13, And ſurely Rom-ts: 
{ ifHedocnor fillus with Toy © 
5s and Peace, wee ſhall bc alto- 
oether empty and hopeleſle. 
, 3 Laſtly the Perfedtion of 
Is this Wiſame which is the 
I tue Love of God and Mas, e- 
y ven This too is only from the 
1 Gidof love, it being the fruit 
: of buſpirit, Galar. 5.22. And G15. :2; 
| queſtionleſſe did not this Spi- 
rit of God incline our hearts 
- toloye God for his Own lake, 
z and Mey for His, wee thould 
j quickly have litle true Aﬀe- 


s D 2 E101 


, -ih 


THE EXCELLENCY 


Bonawent. 7 
D. Sal.c. 
35» 


fon either tro Mar or Godiſth 
but rather indeed whatſoe.yn 
ver God and good Men hategy 
that ſhould we love. 61) 

Whither it be then Specy ( 
lative or *Pratticall, a Knop. | 
ing or Doing Wiſdome, it is wi 
God alonethat gives it-with. w| 
out Whomzit once we under le: 
take of our ſelves to be wiſe, ou 
ve ſhall prove in the conclu. tor 
ſion as very Fooles , as did tel 
that Father and S-n (which th 
Bonaventure out of S.Hierom, m 
ſpeakes of ) who fond) hi 
went about to empt the Se! 01 
with a licle ſpoone, which G 
tis like they might as eaſth 14 
haye done, as we can of ou th 

: ſelves 
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diſches alone ſound the Depth 

xe fniſdome without God , who | 

te/gnes it; the One as likely and | 
'ale to bee done as 1s the 

'#- Other. 

w Now if you will know 

s what becomes of Men, 

6. when here they adventureto 

t. leayeGod and to goe with- 

e outhim, then Solomon ( who 

found it by experience) will 

d tell you, Eccle(.7.29. namely ,.. . 

h that God » for his part, hath 

F, made man upright » but they 

| havefound out many Inventi- 

1 0; and that is by leaving 

| God, who made them up- 

| light: and hereto ſhew you 

1 the manifold Inventions , 

{oh Dy which 


which men by leaving God 
in theit Wiſdome z doe unhap- 
pily f1nde out and run into, 
were to lead you with my 
ſelfe into a Labyrinth of ma: 
ny crooked waies and hard- 
ly inde away to get out a- 
ine. 

The Philoſophers of 014 
and the Schoulmen of lattry 
t1mes will abundantly ſhew 
us » whar Javentions there 
may be inthe ſpeculative pat 
of Wiſdomer, Both of them 
I conteflc;in their kind labo 
rious and excellent too fo 
many Rules & Precepts wel 
deſerving the fludious in 
quiry'of the foundeſt os 
i; ian 


, 
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ſian ; but, wee know, the 
bet unwinnowed Wheat 1s 
mixed with Chaffe,and Here- 
fthere hath been found ſo 
much in Theirs » that ( if the 
fruſtrating , or at leaſtwiſe 
the hazarding of many good 
Endeayours be not diflem- 
bled)there is need of aſtrong 
breathto blow it away . the 
groundlefſe Dreames,and Fi- 
fions of the One, and the cu- 
ri9us perplexing Niceties of 
the Other having ſo far mo- 
leſted their Readers & diver- 
tedtheir inter.tive thoughts 
fromthe Truth , which they 
look't for , that-it is now one 
partof a Wiſe man indeed to 
D 4 dilcernc 
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diſcern aright berween rhe 
I beat ,and:the (baffe;; the 
Streame and. the Frotb. the 
Rules of wiſdowe, which they 
pretend to give, andthe fruit- 
lelle Inventions which they 
have put us upon. So that 
notwithſtanding (in many 
things they have done the 
World very good ſervice (as 
indeed they have) yetin This ; 
relpect wee may lay of them | 
Job 35.16 (as. Blibu did once of F:b )tha 
they haue <pened their mouth in 
Paine, and multiplied wards 
without knowledge, or ( which 
is all one ) they have magni 
hed themtelyes: jn 2 great 
.dealc of ſpeculative know: 
15> ledge 


Tn es — SS As Gi 


' 


OF WISDOME. 


—_— — 


T9 


edge to very litle purpoſe; & 
all becaule , truſting ro the 
rietion of their own wit 
& Indgement, they ran,vwith- 
qutGod , irito many Inventi- 
ons of their Own : and doubt- 
leſfle did not we lometimes 
after Their example gather 
up Droſſe for Gold and fillour 
thoughts with Aery ſpecula- 
tives of very litle conſe- 
quence(astoo often we doe) 
we ſhould many of us be wi- 
ſer than ve are;and it would 
be well wee did remember, 
that in this regard wee are 
wiſe but in our Own conceits . 
forthen Solomoy would im- 


partially tell us. Prov, 26, 12. pcor.:6.3 


that 
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that there is more hope of Fools 
than of ſuchwiſe men 

Should I now ſhew you 
the Inventive wiſdome of Men 
(without God ) 1n that part, 
whichis Pradticall, I might 
thentell you of the Rich may 
m_ Goſpell; who,conſide- 
long with himſelf whar 
ha ſhould doe \had found out 
a way ar laſt ( by enlarging 
his Barnes ) to be merry for 
Many yeares ; and that wasa 
dainty plot and a point of 
good wiſdome indeed, if it had 
not fayl'd him , bur we tinde 
in the Text that he was cal- 
led Foote for his labour , and 
i got ſo ile by that Inven- 
£108 
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How that in the very firft 
night, which came over his * 


heads he loſt his Soule, Luk. Luk1% 
12.20. Or, I might tell you of oy 

Achitophel and Indas , two 
oreat Polititians in their le- 
verall times, .the One to be- 
tray his Soveraigne David 
the King, the Other his Ma- 
Rter Chriſt the Redeemer of 1/- 
rael; and therein *tis likely 
they ſuppoſed themlelves 
the wiſeſt of all their compa- 
hy. But this was a new In- 
Yention of their own, where- 
InGod was not with them; 
and,to prove the goodnefle 
thereof «God ſuffred the Di- 
Pits adde one Invention 
bs more 
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more, and that was , to finde 
out a way , the One to ſet his 
houſe in Order, the Other to 
reſtore the price of blood, & 
Both to hang themlelves , 
whih was at once the Sum 
and (onclufion of all their 
wiſdome. Such commonly is 
the wiſdome of thoſe men, 
who ſtudy Themſelves ; and 
ſuch for rhe molt par are all 
thoſe Inventions, which ne- 
vercame from God), That a- 
lone being true wildome 
which we are taught ofHim. 
and whatſoever He teacheth 
us,we need not doubt of the 
cruth chereof; and happy are 


they whom God ſhall pleale 


to 
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toteach. But now as it 1s 
with the Word of God, which 
isthe Rule , whereby we are 
taught all rrue wiſdome :{o is 
it alſo with our wiſdome, 
which we are taught there- 
by. That,namely the Word 
of God , ſometimes enters in 
atthe Oxe care and paſleth 
outatthe Other , making no 
ſtay at all, becauſe it never 
had any good entertainment 
inthe Aﬀet&tiens within: and 
This,namely our Wiſdome is 
nolooner gotten bur as rea- 
dily ſometimes loſt againe, 
becauſe it was never There 
treaſured up where it ſhould 
be kept ; and where That is 
ro 
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tobedone, is ( next unto the 
Getting of it) the moſtconfji- 
derable point in our wi/dvome. 
The Text refterreth us for this 
purpole unto the Heart of 
Man ; for tis {aid here that 
the wiſdome, which made So. 
lomon fo famous » was that 
which God badput in hu Heart, 
and There Hee laid it 1 an 
kept it, 

Which God had put into-his 


Heart. (that is, which be had 


fully poſleſt his underſtan- 
ding with , and whereunto 

he had allo inclined his Wil 
and Afettionsro lay hold on, 
and delight init, for Thatis 
indeedto have Wildome ut 
the 


— 
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| the Heart ,even throughly to 
Knowand heartily tro Imbrace 
and Love it - and doubtleſle, 
ifever we think to keep and 
uſe this gift with Content to 
ourſelves or benefit to others, 
wemuſt There , in the Heart, 
treaſure up: 'the wifdome » » 
which God doch give unco 
us. Wherefoke:,; when: Solo- 
mon periwvaderh his Sop(that 
every. obedient Learner)to 
receive inftruction , hee bids 
him to give: him: his Heart 
(00. Proy.23.26.to devote his ,,,,... 
Afettions unto wiſdome » and *+- 
toler his beſt Love uponit ; 
which we -muſt doe, if ever 
we will be truly wiſe or Trwe 

in 
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in Heart : for of this Duty 


there 1s a double necelsitie, 
the One in reſpect of the'wi/. 
dome , Which wee defireto 
have, and the Other in regard 
of our Heart wherein weare 
to keep it. |, 

InteſpeRof our Wildome 


this Duty -of- Applying the 


Heartis needfall; both to the 
getting of our m{dome,and al- 
{o..to'the Perfefion ot ic, 
when we have gotren it. © 
Needfull it is to the Get: 
ting of our wiſdome , becaule; 
without Applying the Heart, 
we may daily receive Inttru- 
Etions of wiſdome , and yer ne- 
ver berruly wiſe: and there- 
fore 


_ 
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y | fore Solomon commends zhis 

forthe right way to find our 

the knowledge of God. If 


» 
a 
d thouwilt, ſaith he >recerve my 
] 
P 


vords and incline thy Eare, and 
apply thy Heart to under- 
ſtandhen ſhalt thou finde out 
the knowledge of God. Prov. 2. pores 
' 2.5.The Receiving of words & 
the inclining of the eare are 
meanes of ſingular conle- 
quence; yer to finde our the 
Knowledge of God (which 
5 the ſumme of all crue wiſ- 
dome) they are to very litle 
Purpole of themſelves alone 
without Applying the Heart 
thereunto: bur with This we 
may finde out and bring ro 


E paſſe 


<F , 


my "8 
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paſle any ching , that wee are! 
capable of . as we may leein K 
the example of Solomon,who h 
conteſlerh to our Inſtruction a; 
that when hee Applied bis fi 
Heart to know wiſ domes heethen 1 
beheld all the work of God. Ecc, e& 
Eccl.8.19-8116, and till they *twvas not n 
polsible that ever hee thould E 
bchold ir. \ 
Againe, this applying of « 
the Heart is needfull (asto $ 
; 
{ 


the getting {o) tothe Perfe- 
&ion of our Wiſdome when 
we have gotten it; the beſt of 
our wiſdome ( if not ſetled in 
the Heart) being no better 
than the Fooliſhi. zfſe of Fools, | 
buni4 whichis very Foly Pro14% 
Fo 
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e| Forbe it a Speculative, or 
n Knowing wiſdowe » which we 
0 have obtained and boaſt of 
n. z3ofqurglory ; if it benot 
+ fixedin the Heart but reſt in 
3 the Tongwe-it is a *Terball (Ct- 
. ence,avery Frothot Witand 
t nothingelſc, Or,be it a Pra* 
I Qical , ar Doing wiſdomes 
which we have gat the plot 
| of and, hand upon as our 
> greateſt Policy; if #bis too be 
not ſetled in the Heart , bur 
onely appeare in outward 
ſheweriitis but a Forme of g0d- 
lineſſe pithout the *Power there- 
of: meer Hypocrifie. Both 
Kwovledee and Prattiſe , if 
they reachnat to the Hearts 
} L2 are 
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are but as (eed that is caſt on: 

the Face of the Earth, which 

the Foules of the Aire will 

ſoon ſteal away, and-leaye 

the Husbandman in a vaine 
expectation of an harveſt, 

EE that wil never come. Where- 
iz forethe Propher Hoſea wat- 
neth us to Break up the 
ground of our Hearts ; tolay 

open our Hearts as wide, as 

we can for the receiving of 
Wiſdomexhatſothe Inſtrudt. 

_ _ onsthereot may ſink Down: 
and take root in the Depth, 
and thence ſpring forth and 
become fruitfull and accep- 
table ar the laſt. In reſpeR 
then both of the Gering - 

0 
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' aloof the Perfe#ion of our 


piſdome , this Applying of the 
Heart is a Duty of needfull 
conſequence. There is allo a 
nece(sity hereof in reſpec of 
the Heart it ſe/fe; which,(aith 
leremie, © deceitfull aboues all 


things, lerem. 17.9, and who. |wm.t79 


ſoever he bexthough never {0 
exatta Phariſee , that think- 
eth not ſo of Hm heart , is 
much deceived in his Heart; 
and tis indeed the very cor- 
ruption of his heart , which 
hath blinded & ſo deceived 
him, and will daily deceive 
him more , making him to 
be yet more vile than thus; and 
openly to appeare; as hee is,a 

: BJ very 
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very Foole', even then when 


he looks to bee accounted 
wiſe. But i wiſdome bee once 
planced inthis deceirfhl heart 


of Men,it will ſoon remove 


the Decgit,i8& make the heart 
to becomefaithfull ro God & 


trueto Man: for when wiſdom 


entreth intothy heart , Know 
dedge is pleaſant to thy ſoule, 
#heu Diſcretion (hall preſerve 
thee underStauding ſhall keept 


Prov.z.12, thee, Prov. 2.10.11, Poſlefſe 


Ll, 


thy heartchen with true and 
ſound wiſdome , and thy hear 
which before was deceitful, 
ſhall never fayle thee. 

The ſumme then of thi 
Part is; that , as wee aske al 
Ou 


: 
= 


— 
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en! our wiſdome of God alone, ſo 


ed 


ce 


rt 


with the Heart wee ſhould 
imbrace & love the wi/dome, 
which he beſtoweth on us: . 
and This indeed is the way 
to make the wiſdome , that he 
giveth us,to be truly Owurs;ior 
fowefnde it was with Solo- 
203,0f whom it is {aid in 
the Text , that .Allcameto 
heare Fis wiſdom. It was in- 
deedoriginally the wiſdome of 
God;becaule H gave it, and 
yer It was Solomons own wiſ- 
dome too, for God had pur it 
into Solomows heart , where 
he had full poſſelsion of it. 
It is the abundant Riches 
of God:that hee hath ar plea- 
E 4 {ure 
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ſure wiſdome and all other! | 
Gifts to bleſle us with, of | 
whole fulnefle every man | 
receives Whatloever hee is | 
bleſt withall;and *tis alſothe 
free Bounty and Goodneſſe of - | 
God,whea hee gives them to 
us.to lay afideas it were the 
Propriety of them, making 
themto Be and letting them 
to be Called Our Wiſdome,and 
Our Gifts, and Himſeife in 
them our God too, and thatis 
when Heand his Gifts have 
cakenup our Heart, other- 
wile we have no right to 
nor part in either Him or 
Them, but when they arc 
There, 1n the Heart, then are 
they 


——y 
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| they all Ours and We are His: 


His IWiſaome is Ours to make 
us acceptable, Himſelfe Ours 
to make us happy;& We are 
His, both For our Wiſdome to 
bethankfull unto him , and 
by our wiſdome ro make him 
known to others as farre as 
we our felves doe knowe 
him. 

For this purpoſe , when 
God once planteth the Tree 
of wiſdome in the Heart of 
Man, his Bleſſing uſually ma- 
keth the Fruit thereof to 
look over the Wall and be 
Sex abroad,and by it's Beau- 
ty todraw many with Defire 
and Admiratios to it: for ſo 
We 
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Generall, 


we finde in Solomon here in 
my Text ; namely , that whey 
God had once made him 
wiſe in Heart , he was they 
daily fought to , as a Man 
who had God with him 
whither ſoever he went, E- 
very one thinking himlelte 
happy togarher ſome of the 
Fruits that flouriſhed in his 
Garden,tolearn ſome of the 
VVifdome which God inlo 
oreata meaſure had givento 
Him; andthis brings in the 
ſecond General part of the 


Text, viz. The Fame and e- 


ſteem of Solomows Worth. 
All the Earth ſought to Solo- 


mon: It is ſcldome ſeen 
that 


a — 
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chat true Worth paſſzth a- 
way without ſome Eftzeme 

and Acceptance, unleſle it bee 
atnongſt thoſe who are ei- 

ther tynoranc bt unworthy 

of 4 Itacomparatum eſt in 

rebia bamants;(aich one, w vel M. Picear 
unviti, pirtutem excellenten” Dec,z-67, 
athmiremur ; Tt is the uſuall 
condition of | Man , that 

where there is any Worthand 
Goodneſſe in the Beholder, 
theteis commonly ſome re- 
ſpeftive Admiration of the 
Excellency 'thathe beholds in 

other Men.' Let Homer 
(though never ſo blinde)far-. 

paſſe in his Art the Reſt of 
histime, and'whole Coum- 


tries 
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tries will bee at odds about 
him tolay clayme to him & 
call for him as their Own; 
which might well occaſion 
a—_— that of Ambroſe, Sapientts pa. 
tris Mundw eſt ; and , Sapiens 
#biq, civts eſt:thart a wile man 
isa creature of ſuch conditi- 
on » Who By his Wiſdom: 
knows how to make uſe of 
all places aright,as if he were 
ſill at home; and whom For 
his Wiſdome all places will 
readily accept , as if they had 
ſometitle & intereſt in him: 
there being ſuch an attra- 
Etive Excellency in Wiſdowe 
Tul.z. de (as Telly ſpeakes ) as that ,S? 
| actin®: oculis videretur , quam illa ar- 
Ha. dentes 


Cs. 
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dentes amores excitaret ſu ? 
ifit could be ſeen with an 
Eye of fleſh, the moſt carnall 
 man,that ever was, would 
be drawn to look after It 
. withalove and defire whi- 
 therhewould orno. 
Great without queſtion is 
, the Majeſty of That Wiſe God, 
' Whole Gift of wiſdome in a 
common exprelsion of it 
- wasſomuch adored, not on- 
| lybyChriſtians, but even by 
| thoſe men, who never had 
 thetrue knowledge of God 
. himſelfe: and Groſſe and Stu- 
; Þid, more Fleſhly than They, 
; muſtweneeds be thought to 
be,if we think itnot our hap- 
| pinc(le 


pineſſero become truly wiſe, 


when allthe world before us 
hath been {o much tranſpor- 
ted with the admiratiqn of 
Wiſdome. Let it be theporti- 
onofthe Aſſe to carry a bur- 
de of Gold, which he knows 
not the worth of ; it is His 
portion,and let Him beare it; 
bur,if Balaam be a Foole, that 
rides upon him, the Aſſe may 
chance to- ſpeak as much to 
the purpoſe as Hee; for, the 
Aſſe and the Foole are both 
alike. 

Toprevent this , as I haye 
1a the firſt Generall thewed 
what true wiſdome is , ſole 
me agw briefly put youln 
= mind 


THE EXCELLENCYT 


—_— 


OF WISDOME, 71 


' mindofſceking after it, and 
that by the example of Allthe 
- Earth, which (as it is inthe 
f Text) ſought to Solomes to 
heare,&c. - Where firſÞ wee 
have conſiderable Who They 
were, that fo far eſteemed 
Solomon for his Worth ; and 
they are expreſled in this 
Particle All the Earth. 

Thar is; Gewerally, all the pacicux, 
Inhabitants of the Earth . or 
more Efpecially All the Kings 
of the Earth, for fo this All is 
limited. 2:Chzo.9.23; where 35,” 
the ſame Text is repeated. 
| _ Allthe Kings ought, &c. 
; When Kings ſeek after wiſ- 
| 
| 
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Aome tis likely the Gift of wiſ- 


aome 


C | 
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 gameis Glorious & Defirable, 
ſo itis,and beſt of all others, 
befitting Them, none having} 
ſo much need of wiſdome as, 
Kings and Rulers , for This, if 
in any Inhabitants of the 
Earth» is in Them eſpecially 
the principall thing, and there: 
fore (according to the advile 
of Solomon the wileft of all 
Kings) They of all Others 
ſhould ftrivewith all their get- 
zingtoget underſtanding : to 
geta Speculatrye or Knowing 
wiſdome to Diſcern bervveen 
Good and Evill, and alſo 
Prafticall or Doing wiſdome 
to be Exemplary in Good- 
nelle , Both to Rule and Go- 
Verne, 


Th ar. ep = OG©S ea @.D Da&@ tw w# 1 


Prov. 4, 7- 
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| 


| yerne aright - and This for 

| Kings to deſireand (eek after 
 willbe in Them ( as it was in 
| theſe here in the Text) an ar- 
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oument of their Humility , of 
2 due acknowledgement, 
thatthey Rule and Governe 
by the guidance of a King a- 
boue;ty whom alone all Kings 
dee raipne and Princes decree 


juſtice, Prov. 8. 15. and *twill , 


be a manifeſtation of their 
Fidelity and Care too; thatstre 
leckingafter Wiſdome ( as Sox? 
lomogdid) to goe in and out 


arightztheir delire is to bein: 


the performance ot their: 


Charge faithfull unco God, - 
| whoharhcall dchem roit. 


o F But 


»— 4 


rov.8.15. 


- 
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Bur | ſtand not here nay! ; 


to read a Lecture of Wil. 


domeunto Kings and Gover. 


a 
11 


yours: It is our happinell; l/ 


that we ( of all parts of the 
World ) have cauſe enough 
to bleſle God for crowning 
the Throye of this Kingdow 
with the wiſdome of Suloma 
theſe many yearesto this ve. 
ry day; where Al, that ſtand 
before it ( and Some to theit 
ſhame) may behold a Ser 
ebing wiſdome of God in judg 
1ng arightwith an Exempld 


ry Jmtegrity well befictingthe 


Imitation of the yery belt 
Avud lt it bethy gaod pleaſia 
O Lordfyr the continual main 
_ 


V 


— 
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yenanee of thy Truth , and the 
advancing of thine opn Glory 


| inthis our Kingdome » thy cho. 
ſen Iſrael, to double this Hea- 


venly wiſdome of the FATHER 
upon the SONNE #0 Many gene- 
rations. 

Again{to follow the Texe 
in the full extent of che 
Words) All the Eartb ſought 
to Solomon, that is, All ſorts of 
men upon Earth without ex- 
ception. And who,of Allmen, 
without exception, is there 
thatneeds not ſeek to finde 
outViſdoe?As for Knowledge 
theSpeculatipe part thereof, it 
15 aot goaGthe Soule ſhould 


be Without it.Pr.a9.2.becaule Prov.igd. 


Tor muſt guid us jn the way 
Fa wheyin 


JI 
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This we goe withour a guid tg 

& run headlong (to our own 
Hoſea,z.s, deſtruction) wee know ng, 7] 
into What. Now if any had 
of This enough of his own, in 
he need not x {eek outfor ©; 
more: bu S* Paul will tellus, oy 
that the World,Sapientia ſu m 
by it's own wiſdome knew of 
not God. 1.Cor. 1.21. noris th 
there any hopeirt ſhouldever $t 
know him, if it have noo- E 
other 1Viſdome then it's Own. m 
and therefore , as Wee are w 
Men of the World ( andthe ( 
Beſt are no better of Thew th 
ſelves) we muſt All ſeek out bi 
beyond our ſelves for th: un 

Knowledge and VViſdone, 
which 


1.Cor,,2z1 
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y which He giveth unto Men 
0 roknow him with. 

1 But, did wee aboundin 
0 This , yet are wenot truly 
« wiſe,as long as we fall ſhort 
b inthat part which is Practt- 
x call. which to All men, with- 
$, our exception,isncedfull, to 
4 make them appeare worthy 
1 ofthe vocation , wherewith 
8 they are called , whereunto 
! Pay ſo carneftly exhorteth 
> Epheſ. 4.1. Jn the perfor- 
i. mance whereof as long as 
re we fayle , our Knowledge 
ie (though never ſogrear )is but 
r that]Viſdome, which in ver- 
t- bis yolat (as S.Gregory ſpeaks 
4: in his Morals) like a painted 


Fz feather 


Epheſ.4.1. 
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feather tofſt in the Ayte , and 
vaniſhing away vvee know 
not how; or it 15 cib1 1dge. 
Berner JIH8 ( 45'S. Bernard compatt 
36.circe. it) Ike to meat uridiveſted 
mt which may chance to bting 
a ſurfeit in the end * Where 
F198, Tully doth nor nufitly cal 
true Wiſdome Ars oryendts: 
certain Art of Living Well 
This bemg indeed The Ii! 
domethat muſt keep: alive & 
preferve both our Knowle, 
and onr Selpes. Whereit 
how far Men of themfelyc 
fall ſhort , whenthey truftt 


no further , wee may ſeartt 
from the experictice of Judd 
(befor 
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their own ſtrength and ſed 
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( before meritioned ) with 
many more,vvho (ſuppoſing 


. themſelves to bee none of 
- thisAllin the Text » that are 


toſtek for Wiſdome) have. 
nite themſelves along 
through their own Inventi- 
ons to an End far worſe then 
ever their Beginning was. 
We (Btloved)are of all o- 
ther men(ifAny be)1n a blef- 
{ed way of Allkinde of Wiſ- 
{otte . of Knowledge , which 


X | 
in every corner profereth It cord give 


ſelfe unto us. God knowes 


how'tnitch or how litle wwe 2.cbings 
" thinkweneed it; and of Pra- 


Gice, Which in many Wor- 
thierts made good before us, 
F 4 God 


—— 
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| God knowestoo how much 


or how litle we are carefyll 
to follow it. Itwill be,with- 
gut queſtion, a ſhame and mi. 


ferycoo,if the ſimple vulgar, 


who Knowleſle thanwe bur 
In . plaine honeſty Praice 
more ; if Theſe,l ſay, dae one 
day riſe up .1n judgement a- 
gpint us ang. condemne us 
orthat , which we Know & 
*Prattice not.Fromthis ſhame 
and miſery good Lord deli- 
ver Vs: And {ure we may be, 
that, if ever wee think to 


anſwer the bountifull Blel- 


{ings of God towards us, it 15 
onely true Wiſdome mul! 
make us ft to doc it; & This 


if 
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{we defiretofind and have, 
we mult ſcek it out, which 
5 the Attion.,: whereby this 
(ALL, )expreſſed their eſteem 
of. -Solomoy?s. - worth. = 
ſought unto him: þ 
There is adouble yang, Particular. 
which too many: are poflel- 
ſed with ;andtharis, onthe 
One fideto ſeek thar which 
isnot worth the findrngriand 
on the Other to neglect that 
whichis wel worth the ſee- 
king: each of them is a folly, 
& he , which;isguilry ofthe 
Ones ; ſeldome free from'the 
Other, The way to avoid 
Þathis (with this, Al, inthe 
Tm) to ſeek: for Wiſ dome; 
»B. which 
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which muſt be/onght for,be. 
cauſe of it felfe ir will never 
come unto us ; and it is well 
worthche ſeeking, becaule it 
15 pretious. One ſmall peete of 
ſilver(inthe 15. of Luke) de- 
ſerved the lighting of 4 6an- 
dle ro finde ir-out: be ir never 
folicle,yer;if ic be Sifyervith 
worth the looking after ; 
much-more if it be GoHf of 
Pretiow flonev; and Wiſdom: 
indeed is all -Theſeand'tnort. 
How-much bettey is it ? ( Caith 
Sotomon) thatiis , *tis far bet 
tor0 get wifadome than Gold, 
to get underflanding rather id 
be choſenthen fver, for whe 
wetalke of That, wee then 
| ſpeak 


Ne eee 
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ſpeak of Sityer and Gold and 
all the Treaſures of the Wotld 


_ caſttogerher; All which we 


may have and be rich there- 
with, if wedoe but ſeek it: 
For , ifthowſeckefs Her as fil- 
ver ,and ſearcheſt for ber as for 
hid Treaſures , then ſhalt thou 
anderftand ; ſaith Solomon 


whis found fo. Prov.2.45. Prov, 2.45 


Where, callinig it a Treafwre, 
he ſheweth how well it de- 
ſerves; &, infayingit is Hid, 
heputterh us in miinde how 
mach it requires our ſeeking. 
Which rwo are Motives to 
periwadeus to the ſceking 
of it, and Motives ſufficient 
they are ( except it be to 4 
ſclte- 
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Eccleſ.g, 
10, 


ſelfe-conceited Foole) to put 
anyman with diligence up. 
on it. f 
But here the materiall 
Queſtion will bee, when and 
where and how we are to ſeek 
It ? ; 
3 \When? The Soy perhaps 
would gladly pur it off till his 
Pleaſures be ended , and the 
Father untill his Projects be 
contrived , both ſuppoſing 
the Gravity of wiſdome better 
befitting the Grandfather s 
yeares. Soindeed too many 
doe,and dic Fooles for their 
labour; for ( ſaith Solomon, 
Eccleſ.9.10. ) there is neither 
Knowledge nor wiſdome is tbe 
(4 grave 
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gravewhither thou goeſt , and 
then it is much to be feared 
that They , which never had 
any beforezwill finde bur li- 
tle whenthey are going To- 
ward the grave. Wee ſhould 
then {et upon it with our 
might in the Morning of our 
Age,asſoone as wee can, be- 
cauſe we know not how 
ſoone we ſhall goe ; as ſoone, 
as polsibly wee can, wee 
ſhould ſeek & ftrive to know 
God and ſervehim. 

2 If in the next place you 
aske me where vvee may ſeek 
and finde this wiſdome , I will 
then anſwer, that you muſt 
notthink to find much good 
[2  Waer, 


D — 


36 
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water , 
ſtreames, or atthe ſpring-bead, 
and There, atthe Head you 

{hall be (are ro hnde it cleg- 
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but either in the! 


reſt. Wiſdowe is that water of 


lire, which che Lord by the 
Prophet invitech every man 
to come freely unto,[{ai,55.1, 
The Heaa-ſprivg of this Wa- 
ter is a VVell of Gods own ma- 
king,namelyy his ſacred worg, 
about which ( unlefle wee 
chance to meet (as too many 
doe ) with fome invidious 
Ramaniſt, that will lock itup 
from us , we nced have no 
(ontention now; as the I/ra- 
elites often had abour their 
4 Fabes ior God hath now 


mad | 


| 
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| wade icfrecly Ours, & cyery 


man may come and drayy 
without = as yer 
neyer empr it» becaulc it is an 
EverlaSting (ſpring. The 


ftreames of wiſdome , flowing 


from this Head, are thence 
gone Out into all the world, 
which never had ſo many 
Helps igr wiſdome » as Now it 
hath. ſathat, gocwhere you 
will if you [eek tor wiſdome,it 
will be yery hard if you find 
It ngt. Only you may chance 
in your way to meet with 
{ome Ditches of Prddle,ficfor 
none but Aſſes to drink in ; 
Which the Monks and Friers 
Wa ſugh hike ri/cmes have 
— Cdigged 
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digged for us » purpoſelyto 
ſtay us from looking after 
better Wacers ; ſetting us on 
work with ſome Tales and 
Fables of their Own to with- 
hold us from the word of 
God & as many good Books, 
as polsibly they can. "When 
Theſe or any luch wee meet 
with (as often we doe) wee 
need not make any long ſtay 
atthem; or, ifwe doe ſo, we 
ſhall bee very licle the better 
for them. Bur, goets the 
Spring the word of God;or any 
Streames, Which proceed fro 
That, and There you ſhall be 
ſurero finde true wiſdone, if 
youleck it Aright. Which is 


— Iv. <4 O_ 
* 


EE. oc... A. _:. 6.0. 3; As. We. a . ww... 


OFWISDOME. 


———_ — | — _— -— - -—- - 


the next Query,namely , How 
peareto leek It. 

1; Hovv? And How {hould 
we ſeek wildome in the 
pord of God,but only by daily 
Reading & Meditating there- 
in? Which [ forbeare any tur- 
ther to commend to You, be- 
cauſe it is Your Profeſsion ; 8 
lhopeitis Your Prattice to0. 
Yet thus much let mee put 
You inminde of ( which too 
many forget)that,as the Wo- 
man of Samaria {aid once to 


Chriſt. the Wet 1s deep and We loh, 4. 21, 


of our ſelves , have nothing to 
drapwithall: All our Reading 
and Meditation will. but per- 
plex and trouble us, if God 

G doe 
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x Kings 
A0.25, 


Pſal.r 19. 
18, 4 


doe not proſper us with 
Bleſſing on it. It is{aid ofthel , 
Men here in the Tex# ; thay 
when they ſought to Sol ;þ 
m1,they brought Preſents q 
Gifts with them, v.25. and(; if 
muſt we eek unto the Gogy «þ 
Solomon , with the Gifti 
Praiſe for what we have is (+ 
ceived; with the Gift and% (, 
crifice of Prayer tor whatw yh 
want , andthy is the wayi þ, 
ſeek and finde theGift of Wi g: 
wome,which we deſire. Wh fir 
therefore thou takeſt thy 3 ſg 
bleor any other good Book i py 
thy hand to-ſeek Wiſdom! H 
tay, with David , Lord bi 
thou mine eyes , thas may la 
{ 


CE ——— 


OF WISDOME. 91 


! thewonderow works of thy Law; 
t 2nd then thou needeſt nor 
t doubt, bur thou fhalr behold 
k the Goodweſſe of Wiſdome to 
« thy great content; elpecially, 
lk if (as Solomon his Son o1Ves 
4 theadviſe Prov. 4. 206.) thou 
| attend to hes Words , and not 
'b ſeek tomend whar hee hath 
done, but humbly incline 
W thine Eareto bearken what hee 
't ſhall ſay. And herein Theſe 
1 Seekers in the Text may be a 
(0 fit Patterne tous; for They 
b ſoughtto Solomon, not to Rg- 
| proveand Corref+ him, buc to 
el! Heare and be Inftructed by 
# him, which brings in the 
j« lat Part ofthe Text , namely 
G 2 che 


anm_— 


Prov.g4 49. 
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mt. 


Mat, 28.19 


3+ 
Particular, 


the End of their ſeeking, and 


that was to Heare. 


They came to Heare Sole. 


mon; aud that preſuppoſeth 
that S-lomon, though a King, 
was ready and willing to 
Teach them ; otherwvile hee 
had been no fitType of Chrif, 
who (though a grearer than 
Solomos ) did litle elſe bu 
Teach; and among other lt 


ſons;that he caught, he taught 


this One to his Own Dilci- 
ples; namely that they ſhoul: 
goe out and Teach all Nations 
" Which Precept of Hir , toge 
ther with his own Exanpl: 
wrought ſo much with 


them > that ncither Twmult 
nor 
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14. nor Priſons , neither wicked 
Men nor Divells could ſtop 
þ, them from it; but,caſting our 
th. the One and confuting the 
N Otherghey went on to Teach 
tO In ſpight of All, 
. And who the is Hethar is 
j too goodto Teach? Seneca, in 
n his 90.Ep.will tell us, that a 
;t Wiſeman is but Humani ge- 
: neris Pedagogus , by his Pro- 
t Feſſton a Schoolmaſter , a Tea- 
. ber to any man. that will 
| learneof him. The Sonne of. 
Syrach Ecclus, 21.13. will tell. 
us ; that the Knowledge of 4 
wiſe man ſhall abound like 4 
| food, andthar is, not onely ta 
be full up to the bancks, but. 
G3 | {ome- 


Sen.Ep.yo, 


alias $9. 


Ecclns,2 I, 
SO 


a 
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ſometimes toRur over & wi 
ter theFields thar are aboutir. 


Solomon allo, Prov.15. 7. will 
Prov-15-7- refl usthar the Lips of the wil 


difperſe knowledge , but the 
heart of the fooliſhdoth not ſo. A. 
gain , the Hebritians will tel 
us,thar one & the ſame word 
>wv ſignifies not only to 
derfandburalſo to Inſtraf. 
toſhew that he, which hath 
knowledge,muſt not hideir, 
but Teach therewith:yeazthe 
ſame word ſignifieth alſoto 
*Profper , to have good uc- 
ceſſe;to put us in minde for 
our encouragement thar He, 
which is carefull ro Teac 
atcording to the wiſdome 

that 
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thathe hath, is in a way ” 
doe good not only to Others, 


\ butalſo to Himſelfe roo, for 


Goddoth commonly follovy 
with a Bleſſing and Proſper 
thoſe, who. diligently goe 
That way to work. Moreo- 
verSaint Paul will exhort us, 
Col.z, 16. that the Word of _ 
(briſt dwell in us plentifully in 
all viſdome teaching and admo- 


niſbing ; and laſtly the Pra- 


ficeof Solomon will ( Ecclef. Ecde.rzy. 


12.9. )aſſure us too; that , Be- 
cauſe he wat wiſe, he Taught the 
People Knowledge , or; ( as it 1s 
in the Margine ) the more 
wilc he was » the more hee 
Taught che People. Ic is then 
G 4 a 
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a property of wi/dome,thatby 
our wiſdome wee {trive to 
make others wile, and'ris a 
point of no great wildome 
ro cenſure the Endeavours of 
Other men, and inthe meane 
time doe litle good with our 
Own: This only by the way 
ſhould bee remembred,tha 
none Teach where they art 
not calld,nor beforethey arc 
able;nor make One kinde of 
Teaching a let and hindrance 
to Another: but they,z which 
can ( pro ratione Loci Q& Per- 


fone) one way or othe! 


{ſhould Teach ; and for thi; 
Work there isNonetoo good 
But Teaching of 7" 

will 
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y wilbe tolitle purpole;except 
0 therebe ſome to Heare and 
2 learnevvhatis Taught, and 
© therefore, as itis preſuppo- 
ff {ed inthe Texts there vvas a 
© Solomonto Teach, lo *ris ex- 
ir preſly ſaid too, there came 
y manyto Heare. And indeed, 
xt tobeready toHeare,is the ve- 
e ryendof our ſeeking & the 
e wayto finde out vviſdome. 
fk Wherefore vvhenSolowonde- 
© firedGodtogive him an un- 
h derſtanding and vvile heart, 
y heuſed a vvord, which(in 
=: theOriginall ſignifies Cor au- \5 nb" 
s Giens, an Hearing heart, asit 
La expreſt | in the Margine ; to 
c ſhew ,that how underſtan- 
| ding 
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ding and vviſe foever a maj 
be,he muſt alwaies be read 
to Heare,that ſo he may un; 
derſtand more aud be Wile: 
Rill: and ſo vvill every one 
that is not a Foole , doe ; for 
ſaith Solomon, give Inſtruftin 
t0awiſe Man and Hee will be: 


yet wiſer, becauſe hee wille 


ver be ready to Heare, which 
is the vyay to be vviſer that 
he was before. Heare then 
vvemuſt, and to Heare vvee 
mult ſeek and run toosyet not 
beyond the Bownas that are 
ſet about us. When theſe men 
inthe Textſought to Hears, 
there was FR, 1 one Sole- 


mas in Al the Earth;& there- 
fore 
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fore All the Earth ſought to 
Solomon: but now , bleſſed be 
| God,Christ (who vvas grea- 
| terthen He } hath made ma- 


ny Solomons inſteed of Him. 
Shall then a f(elfe-conceited 
Trouprun to leek out Other 
Solomons of their own chu- 
lingabroad, becaule ( inthe 
judgement of ſome ) their 
Ownar Home is not lo Wile 
asthey ? though ſome doe fo 
infimplicity of heart being 
lead in a throng , and think 
noharme , yet of Other ſome 
itisto be feared,that,chuſing 
their Teachers , chey will in 
time make choice of the leſ- 
ſos which they intend to 


learne 
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learne too, and then we may 
know what to look for of 
them: A Parlour zan Anabap. 
tiſticall (onventicle with a 
Cenſure of the (/hurch and 
State, may chanceto ſerve 
for a Temple , a Congregation 
and a Sermon. God deliver the 
Womb of this Church from 
that viperous Brood > which 
hath too long ſtruggled in 
Her. 

But,ſuppoſe the covertoul- 
neſle of the Jmpropriator , ot 
(which is worſe) of the non- 
refiding Incumbent , who 
come only atthe ſheep-ſhea- 
ring; ſuppoſe that Theſe.doe 
ſcarceleave enough behinde 
chem 
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them to make a poor Curate 
ſpeak, except perhaps of his 
. own wants, may wee not 
1 then (eek out a Solomon a- 
1 hroad to heare Him? Thar 
* cale indeed is miſerable and 
; tobe lamented. God in his 
: mercy , for the ſaving of 
| .thoſethatare H#,induetime 
| free this Church from all 
| thoſe, who thus make Mer- 
chandiſe of the Soules of Men; g., 8s. 
and that by purting either 
better Solomons in Their 
roome, orbetter earts in 
Them. 
Inthe mean time unleſſe 
Itcanbe ſhewed that Sacri- 
feeis better than Obedience, 1225 


4 
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a Journey further will hard- 


ly be alcogether exculed: 
withall it ſhould be remem- 
bred too , that there is None 
ſo low , bur hath ſome- 
thing of God ia him: of God, 
who knows how to bring 
Light out of Darkneſſe,and to 


manifeft Strength in Weak- | 


neſſe, and by ſmall meanes to 
bring Mighty things to palle, 
and turely the Water or Wit: 
dome is never the worſe,be- 
cauſe it is brought in a Veſſel 
of Ward. It were a weakneſſ* 
tobeonthe One ſide fo caſi- 
ly content , as not to care 
how licle we have ; andic 
_. 
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be on the Other ſo wile in 
Cwne Conceitzas to preſcribe 
unto God , what he ſhall doe 
for us. If therefore any thing 
be wanting in Others parts, 
doe thou ſupply that with 
thy earneſt Prayers & daily 
Meditations , and the plaine 


' Hoxe$ly ofthineown Heart; 


for That indeed with a litle 
Teaching will be more roghe 
purpoſe , and pleaſe God ber-. 
ter.than agrear deale of Tea- 
thing, andlitle Koweſty there- 
with. 

Burt ſuppoſe there bee at 
on a true Solomoy indeed, 
then,] hope, we need goe no 
rs cck ous more;and 
— 


bs 
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who ar home would nothe 


ready and willing to Hear! | 


Him? Hee , which hath 4 
HE PEECE of ground to bee ſeen, 
or an Yoke of Oxen to bet 
proved , or a Delilah to ber 
ſported with ; or perhaps 
ſelfe-conceit of doing a 
much good by Reading i 
the ſame time in his Cloſe; 
Theſe and (uch like , though 
call'd for,would not be ver 
willing to come , bur rather 
deſireto beexculed ; nay, ti 
much to bee feared they 
would have no, great defirc 
to heare Solomon, though he 
{hould ſeek after and come 


home to them. 
Of 


r 
f 
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"' Of this Negle# of Hea. 
*| ring there might bee much 
194 
"| ſaid to good purpoſe, and 
d ſcarce enough : bur in ficed 
hereof I muſt ſhur up this & 

conclude all, and thart ſhall 


c 
 bewich humble Prayer un- 
| 


to Almighty God , that hee Oncofthe 
will = wleaſed to grant us — 
knowledge and crue under- 
ſanding of his Word, that, 
all Ignorance being expelled, 
we may know what his will 
and pleaſure is in all things, 
and how to doe our duties, 
and truly ro walk in our vo- 
cations; and that we may al- 
lo expreſle in our livin 
H thoſe 


_ 
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chole things that wee doe | 


know; that we be not onely 


Knowers of his Word but 
alſo Workers of the ſame, | 
which is the way to be truly 


Wiſe; And bereunto:, O Lord, 
we beſeech Thee to incline out 
Eares, and open our Hearts to 
underſtand and imbrace what: 


ſoever . wee ſhall at any tim 


Hearezthat ſo wee may bee the 
more fit to glorifie Thee out 
Godon Earth here, audthe bet- 
ter prepared to reigne with 
THEE and our |esvs fu 


ever in Heaven hereafter , and. 


this we pray for, in the Media 
tion of JESvVS CHRIST: 


To 


my 


al 


QUEEN 
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=| hom with Thee 0 Falk 


ly | and the Holy Ghoſt be all Glory 
ati and Honour now and 


* for Ever AMEN, 
| 
4 FINIS. 


| Gloty beeto Goo, 
Good will towards 


